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006609 

OR 141150ZMAR76 

FM AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 6713 

INFO AMEMBASSY AMMAN 

AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 

AMEMBASSY CAIRO 

AMCONSUL JERUSALEM 

AMEMBASSY PARIS 

AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 

DIA WASHDC 

/USCINCEUR 

UNCLAS DAMASCUS 1447 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, SY, FR, LE 

SUBJECT: SYRIAN MEDIA COVERAGE OF POSTPONEMENT OF PRESIDENT 
ASAD'S TRIP TO FRANCE AND DEVELOPMENTS IN LEBANON 

1 . SYRIAN PRESS MARCH 14 CARRIED WITHOUT COMMENT TEXT OF 
PREVIOUS EVENING'S ANNOUNCEMENT OF POSTPONEMENT OF ASAD'S 
VISIT TO FRANCE: "BECAUSE OF DEVELOPMENT OF SITUATION IN 
LEBANON AND CONCERN WHICH IT HAS CAUSED IN BOTH DAMASCUS 
AND PARIS, PRESIDENTS HAFEZ AL-ASAD AND VALERY GISCARD DESTAING 
HAVE JOINTLY AGREED TO POSTPONE OFFICIAL VISIT WHICH PRESIDENT 
ASAD HAD BEEN DUE TO MAKE TO FRANCE BEGINNING MARCH 15 TO 
A DATE IN THE NEAR FUTURE." IT WAS CLEAR THERE HAD BEEN 
NO TIME TO CHANGE REST OF CONTENTS OF MARCH 14 EDITION OF 
AL-BAATH WHICH CARRIED SYRIAN MEDIA INTERVIEW WITH GISCARD 
D ESTAING AND ANOTHER ARTICLE ON PRESIDENT ASAD'S FORTHCOMING 
TRIP. SYRIAN RADIO HAS BROADCAST TEXT OF OFFICIAL ANNOUNCE- 
MENT WITHOUT COMMENT. 
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2. ON LEBANON, MARCH 14 PRESS PUBLISHED STRAIGHT NEWS REPORTS 
OF LATEST DEVELOPMENTS FROM INTERNATIONAL WIRE SERVICES 
WITHOUT COMMENT OR NOTICEABLE BIAS IN FAVOR OF ANY 
PARTY. AL-THAWRAH HEADLINE MERELY READ. "SITUATION IN 
LEBANON BECOMES MORE COMPLICATED." PRESS CONTAINS NO INDICATION 
OF OR SPECULATION ABOUT OFFICIAL SYRIAN POSITION TOWARD 
LEBANESE DEVELOPMENTS. 

MURPHY 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, CHIEF OF STATE VISITS, POLITICAL SITUATION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 14 MAR 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976DAMASC01447 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760096-0774 
From: DAMASCUS 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760362/aaaaccyo.tel 

Line Count: 69 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ellisoob 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 1 2 JUL 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <12 JUL 2004 by vandyklo; APPROVED <20 JUL 2004 by ellisoob> 

Review Markings: 
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Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SYRIAN MEDIA COVERAGE OF POSTPONEMENT OF PRESIDENT ASAD'S TRIP TO FRANCE AND DEVELOPMENTS IN LEBANON 
TAGS: PFOR, OVIP, FR, LE, SY, (ASAD, HAFIZ) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 
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